
their favorite toy, collars 
and tags. Others prefer to 
donate to a special charity 
in their pet’s honor. Some 
prefer a simple gathering of 
friends and family to 
remember the life.  

In addition to 
personally grieving it’s 
important to remember the 
rest of the family. The 
passing of a pet is 
oftentimes the first 
experience a child has with 
the concept of death. As 
parents we frequently want 
to shield our children from 
the pain but depending on 
your child’s age and 
developmental stage it may 
be better to be honest about 
the passing of a pet.  

Regardless of your 
decision as a parent to 
include your child in the 
details of your pet’s 
passing it is important to 
make sure they feel secure 
and loved during the 
adjustment period. 
Colorado State University’s 
Argus Institute provides an 
excellent resource for 
children coping with pet 
loss at:  
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• Local support can also 
be found at: 
o Pinellas Animal 

Foundation 
10825 Seminole 
Blvd., Bldg. A, Unit 3 
Seminole, FL 34648 
Phone: 727-347-
PETS (7387) 

o Hillsborough Animal 
Health Foundation 
P.O. Box 9431 
Tampa, FL 33674-
9431 
Phone: 727-221-
4804 

 

Memorials can help 
keep the memory of a pet 
alive while allowing us to 
move beyond the grief. 
Many creative options 
exist including jewelry 
made from a pet’s ashes 
or collars and tags, clay 
pawprints, shadow box 
displays of a photo with  

 

 

Pet loss and 
Memorials 

 
Our pets are not just 

animals – they are family 
members, best friends, 
supporters, and givers of 
unconditional love. The 
loss of a beloved pet is the 
hardest thing we go 
through as owners. While 
we all process grief 
differently it is a universal 
and very normal emotion 
to experience. There is 
truth to the saying that 
time mends a broken heart, 
but that length of time is 
different for everyone. The 
most important thing is to 
remember that you’re not 
alone in grieving for your 
pet and many support 
groups exist to help you 
through this change: 

• Lap of Love, an at-home 
hospice and end of life 
service, provides 
complimentary support 
though their resource 
line at (888) 352-LOVE. 

• Online group support 
can be obtained from 
groups such as: Day By 
Day Pet Support 
https://daybydaypetsupp
ort.com/support-circles/ 

By: Jacqui Olson, D.V.M, C.V.A. 
I N S I D E  T H I S  
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Related 
Webpages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://daybydaypetsupport.com/support-circles/
https://daybydaypetsupport.com/support-circles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wB3GIAgrTPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wB3GIAgrTPE


Pet Loss Cont’d 
http://csu-
cvmbs.colostate.edu/Docu
ments/argus-2011-01-grief-
children.pdf 

In addition to the 
family grieving, the other 
pets in the home experience 
grief, too. Just like us, one 
pet’s response may be 
different than another’s and 
we must respect each 
animal’s process. You may 
notice changes in your 
other pet’s sleeping or 
eating habits as well as 
behavioral changes. 
Keeping a routine helps 
many animals adjust to the 
change in their lives. 
Activity and positive 
reinforcement also help to 
relieve anxiety and 
strengthen the bond they 
have with you.  

We are here to help 
both you and your pets 
through the end of life 
process. Please don’t 
hesitate to call if you have 
questions or need support. 

 

 

 

  

Pawsitive Press Page 2 

 
Risk of animals spreading the virus that causes COVID-19 to 

people 
Some coronaviruses that infect animals can sometimes be spread to humans 
and then spread between people, but this is rare. This is what happened with 
the virus that caused the current outbreak of COVID-19. However, we do not 
know the exact source of this virus. Public health officials and partners are 
working hard to identify the source of COVID-19. The first infections were 
linked to a live animal market, but the virus is now spreading from person to 
person. 

The virus that causes COVID-19 spreads mainly from person to person 
through respiratory droplets from coughing, sneezing, and talking. Recent 
studies show that people who are infected but do not have symptoms likely 
also play a role in the spread of COVID-19. At this time, there is no evidence 
that animals play a significant role in spreading the virus that causes COVID-
19. Based on the limited information available to date, the risk of animals 
spreading COVID-19 to people is considered to be low. 

Risk of people spreading the virus that causes COVID-19 to 
animals 

We are still learning about this virus, but we know it is primarily spreading 
from person-to-person and it appears that it can spread from people to 
animals in some situations. 

The first caseexternal icon in the United States of an animal testing positive 
for the virus that causes COVID-19 was a tiger with a respiratory illness at a 
zoo in New York City. Samples from this tiger were collected and tested 
after several lions and tigers at the zoo showed signs of respiratory illness. 
Public health officials believe these large cats became sick after being 
exposed to a zoo employee who was infected with the virus that causes 
COVID-19. This investigation is ongoing. 
CDC is working with human and animal health partners to monitor this 
situation and will continue to provide updates as information becomes 
available. Further studies are needed to understand if and how different 
animals could be affected by COVID-19. 

For more information, visit CDC’s If You Have 
Pets and Healthy Pets, Healthy People website. 

 

http://csu-cvmbs.colostate.edu/Documents/argus-2011-01-grief-children.pdf
http://csu-cvmbs.colostate.edu/Documents/argus-2011-01-grief-children.pdf
http://csu-cvmbs.colostate.edu/Documents/argus-2011-01-grief-children.pdf
http://csu-cvmbs.colostate.edu/Documents/argus-2011-01-grief-children.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/news/sa_by_date/sa-2020/ny-zoo-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/pets.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/pets.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/


 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pawsitive Press Page 3 

Animal Hospital of 
Dunedin 
1355 Pinehurst Rd 
Dunedin, FL 34698 

Phone:  727-733-9351 
Fax:       727-733-8165 
E-mail:   
 
 
 

 

“Caring for pets with 
love and kindness” 

We’re on the Web! 

www.ahofd.com 

 

AnimalHospitalofDunedin@gmail.com 

http://www.ahofd.com/

	Animal Hospital of Dunedin
	Risk of animals spreading the virus that causes COVID-19 to people
	Risk of people spreading the virus that causes COVID-19 to animals

